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the explanation was given, she laughed and said : ' Those men have the falling sickness.'
The subjects of their discussions were of the philosophico-religious character which we can well conceive to reflect Augustine's temper at that time. In Scripture he was studying the Psalms. Ambrose had recommended Isaiah, but Augustine found the Psalms more suited to his disposition. It was, however, a passion for reasoning that chiefly characterised the stay at Cassiciacum. In a letter which he wrote at the time to Nebridius Augustine speaks of reasoning as ' my darling.' The phrase seems to have escaped him when he was writing his Retractations in 426 ; there were so many things to amend in the writings of those early years. Fortunately, the chief discussions they held were committed to writing, so that we have a large acquaintance with Augustine's early ideas. Those who are astonished at the number of his works should bear in mind the notarius, or shorthand writer, of the later Roman world. He was as ubiquitous with his style and tablets as the modern reporter. Within a couple of months of the arrival at Cassiciacum we find that Augustine has at his elbow the shorthand writer who is to shadow him throughout life. He sits amongst senatorial rank and had died a Christian. Verecundus also died a Christian. admit these miracles until years afterwards.
